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Marty is back at his detective work, and of course climbing
trees and eating snacks. At school, the PE teacher is in need of
a detective to find out who tied the jump ropes into a mess of
knots. With a combination of clues and questioning, Marty is able
to solve the case just in time to go to the mall after school. At the
mall, another case presents itself and of course, right when that
case is solved, Marty’s mom loses her phone and he is right back
to looking for clues to solve yet another mystery.
A fun, quick read, this is a perfect addition to the Marty Frye
Private Eye series. It is dependable and has a predictable format
similar to the other books, yet contains unpredictable solutions to
what initially appear to be crimes. Throughout the entire series,
Marty speaks in rhyme, a style that makes the books seem a
little bit unnatural and goofy. This book does add more character
development for Marty, letting the reader see more of his inner
emotions, especially when he is nervous about talking to a girl
he likes. This book, and the entire series, is reliable for young
readers transitioning to chapter books. The illustrations, while
simple, have great facial expressions that can aid with reading
comprehension for developing readers.
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